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PRESS RELEASE 

The recent statement by Opposition Member Dr J J Garcia that the Government missed the 

opportunity of benefiting the local hotel industry during the World and European 

International Association of Ultrarunners (IAU) Championships held in Gibraltar in 

November 2010 is misconceived and totally ignores the explanation given to him in 

Parliament.   

As the Minister for Sport and Leisure already explained in Parliament, the decision to hire a 

Cruise Liner to provide accommodation, catering and support services was taken in order to 

meet the requirements set by the IAU as the overall Governing Body.  Initially, the 

International Governing body asked the Local Organising Committee to ensure and 

guarantee there was accommodation for 700 people, which was their early estimate of 

possible participating athletes and official team members.  In addition to the teams’ 

accommodation, the Local Organising Committee had to provide adequate conference 

facilities, meeting rooms for sub-committees, race officials’ offices, doping test stations and 

physiotherapy support areas - all of which had to be centralised and relatively close to the 

athletes’ accommodation facilities. 

The Local Organising Committee was further informed that athletes would require special 

dietary meals during their stay in Gibraltar and it was also expected that special pre and 

post race dinners for all participants, officials and guests would be held in a centralised 

banquet hall.  The IAU showed a strong preference in having a Championships Athletes’ 
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Village, something which is common practice in sporting events where different nations 

participate in team events.  The cruise ship was deemed the only practical way of meeting 

all of the IAU’s requirements, local hotels were not able to do so.    

Local hotels in fact benefited from these Championships because those not classified as 

athletes or registered officials were not authorised by the IAU to use the Championships 

Athletes’ Village accommodation.  The Local Organising Committee provided ample 

information in respect of all hotels in Gibraltar and several of these were in fact used by 

members of international delegations, including some participating athletes, who wished to 

stay together with their family and/or supporters.  Likewise, some teams also used local 

hotels at some stage during their visit to Gibraltar as they chose to arrive prior to the 

availability of the Championships Athletes’ Village and/or wished to extend their stay after 

the Championships for personal tourist purposes.  

The Gibraltar Sports and Leisure Authority consider the event itself was a huge success and 

are pleased that these Championships have further helped to put Gibraltar firmly on the 

map in an international sports event of considerable prestige.  This will augur well for future 

sporting events to be held on the Rock as we continue our attempts to gain recognition for 

Gibraltar in as many international sports bodies as possible. 

 


